GENERAL BIOLOGICAL
RESOURCES ASSESSMENT

TENTATIVE TRACT MAP 20083

ADELANTO, SAN BERNADINO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA
(Township 5 North, Range 5 West, Section 18)

Prepared for:

ACTK Capital Partners LLC

Prepared by:

RCA Associates, Inc.
15555 Main Street, #D4-235
Hesperia, California 92345

(760) 596-0017
(760 956-9212

Principal Investigator:

Randall Arnold, President and Senior Biologist

ASSOCIATES.INC

Project: #2020-136

June 30, 2021




TITLE PAGE

Date Report Written:

Date Field Work Completed:

Report Title:

Assessor’s Parcel Number:

Prepared for:

Principal Investigators:

Contact Information:

June 30, 2021

April 28, 2021

General Biological Resources Assessment

Tentative Tract Map 20038

ACTK Capital Partners LLC

Randall C. Arnold, Jr., Senior Biologist

Randall C. Arnold, Jr.
RCA Associates, Inc.

15555 Main Street, #D4-235
Hesperia, CA 92345

(760) 596-0017
rarnold@recaassociateslic.com
www.rcaassociatesllc.com




Table of Contents

1.8 INTRODUICTION oo s s e po s s 1
Ll Porm DRt e a6 s hsn s s u s 1
1.2 ProjeCt DeSCIIPHION .....vieiieeieeeeie ettt ettt et e et eebaeesseeseeenseeesaeeaeenee e 1

2.0  EXISTING CONDITIONS......cootiieiieieeieesteete sttt etesstesseesee st esseessesaesseessessaesseesseensenseas 3

g4  BEETECIO LI B 0000 simsmanion it Sammns stih s Sramomis s ias Aot S A ASREDA LA SABORS A LA 4

4.0 LITERATURE SEARCH ...ccooiiiiiiieteseeeeeteeee ettt ne 6

il B st s i i A A I ST R AT A s 8
5.1  General Biological RESOUICES ......c.coieuiriiriiiiiericieriececteeeeee ettt s 8
Ja.  Federaland SUs LISter SPBUIEH, »ommsm o mismomse s e soms it 9
5.3  Wildlife Species of Special Concern and Special Status Plants...........ccccecveevevvevveeenenne. 9
534 Jurisdictional Waters.and Ripariat EIADMAL e mmmmmimmmsmmse e s 10
35 Protoelnt PLaibs s s on s s i eihamastaammnnsststes 10

60 Impacis.and Mitigation Neasures...cqcosmmmmommissmmissmmm i 11
6.1 General Bivlogival Besomiors ceeemismsmsssaioms s it ije |
6.2 Federal and State Listed and Species of Special Coneertt ....cuusisisisssisssssssssssnssassiss 11

7.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS sy 12

U TR U —— 13

CERTIFICATION ...utiiiiiiiinenittetetetest ettt ettt eseaseseese s essensesessensessenessensenesnenseneenseneaes 15

Appendix A — Tables and Figures



1.0 INTRODUCTION

Following the data review, surveys were performed on the site during which the biological
resources on the property and in the surrounding areas were documented by biologists from RCA
Associates, Inc. As part of the surveys, the property site and the adjoining lands were also
evaluated for the presence of native habitats which could potentially support populations of
sensitive wildlife species. Focused surveys were also conducted for the desert tortoise and
burrowing owl. The property was also evaluated for the presence of sensitive habitats including
wetlands, vernal pools, riparian habitats, and potential jurisdictional areas. Based on data from
USFWS, CDFW, and a search of the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB, 2021), there
are five sensitive species that have been documented in the region within approximately five miles
of the project site. Sensitive wildlife species include desert tortoise (Gopherus agassizii),
burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia), Mohave ground squirrel (Xerospermophilus mohavensis), Le
Conte’s thrasher (Zoxostoma lecontei), and Swainson’s hawk (Buteo swainsoni). Scientific
nomenclature for this report is based on the following references: Hickman (1993), Munz (1974),
Stebbins (2003), Sibley (2000) and Whitaker (1980). Table 4-1 provides information on the

various special status plants and animal species which occur in the area.

1.0  Property Description

General biological surveys were conducted on April 28, 2021 on the 25-acre parcel (approximate)
located north of Seneca Road and east of Calendula Street in the City of Adelanto, California
(Township 5 North, Range 5 West, Section 18, USGS Adelanto, California Quadrangle, 1956)
(Appendix A: Figures 1, 2, and 3). As part of the environmental process, California Department
of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) data sources were

reviewed.

1.1 Project Description

The project proponent is proposing to construct a residential development on the property. The site

was previously disturbed approximately 15 years ago and supports minimal vegetation. A few
creosote bushes (Larrea tridentata), Russian thistle (Salsola tragus), matchweed (Gutierrezia

sarothrae) and rabbitbrush (Chrysothamnus depressus) were observed.
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